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Your requést fer an opinion on the following
has been reccived by this offices

.. ®First, Docs Rexor County £all with-
in the terms of Article 44372, {Acts of
27, 4o0th Legt' P 322’ ch, 219)’ a2
spccial statute governing counties have

ing a populatdcn of 210,000 inhabitants

as shicvn by the census of 1920, or is it
goveriaed by the general statute, Article
4470 (as amentded hy Acts 1927, 40th Leg.,
Pe 268, ch. 18v, Sct 17)

®sSccond: Assuming that Dexar County
falls withiin the teras of the speclial sta-
tute, Articlc 44%7a, is the statute ronder-
ed invalid in its application to Loxar

County for any of the follewing rcascuss

1. Ly rcason cf the fact that the
terms tcensus of 19200Y is teo vasue, in-
definite and uncertain as a standard cf
classificativn, since it does not specify
w¥hat census is tu be usetd as a staniard.
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2, By reason of the fact that, since
it is limited to countios having a popula-
tion of 210,000 in 1920, thus precluding
its epplication to others subsequently at-
taining that populeticn, it coantravcnes
the constituticnal prohibition against
local and special legislaticn.

*Third; Assuming that Dexar Ceunty
fell ordginelly within the terms of” the
gencral statute, Art., 447¢, because it
did not have a populction of 210,000 in
1929, would it subscquently be removed
from the opcration of Article 4479 end

- placed vithin the scopc of 44372 by
reason of tho fact that its population
later exceeded 210,0001"

In reply to your first question, it is our cpin-
fon that Bexar County, having o pcpulation in 1020 of
202,006 inhabitants,’ would fall within the termis of Arti-
¢le 447 .(os amended by Acts 1927, 40th Leglslature, page
628, Chapter 189, Sec, L)

The sim end object of construing logislation is
to ascertain and cfiforce the legislative intent.

. *The intcntion of the Legisiature in enact-
iup o law is the law itself,"® "the essence of the law? and
®the spirit which gives 1ife to the enactment,® 70 Tox.
Jur, o, 86, Popham vs. Patterscn, 51 SY (2) 680 Schlexmier
v8. Board of Trustees, 62 S¥ (2) 2643 iorton Salt Co. v.
sells, 35 SW (2) 454, :

1t is clear, we think, that the intenticn of the
Lepislaturo was that only counties having o population of
210,000 inbabitants in 1020 were Lo be governed hy Article

€278 (Acts of 1027, 40th Legislature, p. 222, Chap, 210),

’ We believe this alsc answers your third cucsticu.
The fact that a county's populaticn might later excoed

210,000 inhabitants would not bring said county within the

t:!“g of Article [= 1 -
" 44372, ald ccunty must haye had o ponu-

laticn op 210,000 inhahitznts, as szoun by the census ¢T
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Under this opinion, we dc not delieve it is
necessary to answer your sccond guestion, éue to the

fact that in any event Loxar County is not governed
by Article 4437a.

Yours very trmily
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